
F.No.8-17/2009-SP-III
Government of India

Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports
r*r*r*r*

Dated: 17t' May, 2010
New Delhi

To,

1. President of Indian Olympic Association/ all recognized National Sports

Federations

2. The Secretary General/General Secretary/Secretary of Indian Olympic
Association/ all National Sports Federations

Subject : Compliance to the Government guidelines on good governance in the

context of `Basic Universal Principles of Good Governance of the
Olympic and Sports Movement'

Sir,

I am directed to refer to the notice, posted on the website of the Indian Olympic

Association (IOA), regarding separate meetings of the Executive Council and the Special
General Assembly, scheduled to be held on the 18th of May 2010, at the Olympic Bhawan

in New Delhi.

2. The above occasion, provides an opportune moment for the IOA and the National
Sports Federations (NSFs) to deliberate on issues relating to compliance of the 2001

Government guidelines on good governance ; including those relating to tenure limits, in

respect of office bearers and age Fmit for all members, (as modified vide this ministry's

circular no . 8-17/ 2009-SP III dated 01.05 .2010), as well as democratic elections,

ci g athletes representation on management of sports bodies, with full voting

rights.

3. The above matter gains immediate relevance, in the light of the Public Interest
Litigation, being heard by the Bench of the Hon'ble Chief Justice of the Delhi High
Court; and the recent reference, on the tenure matter, made to international Olympic
Committee (IOC), by the IOC member from India, who is also Secretary General of IOA.
The IOC's response to it, and the Government's stand on it, has been duly posted, on the

Ministry 's website, for the information of all stakeholders , including the general public,

as sports lie in the public domain. and sports governance is a public function, which

involves both public and national interest-
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4. This matter also derives urgency , in the light of
^tth r ernance of the Olv no at and

ioc Seminar on `asic Universal Princivles o G a on p articipants from
SVrttMovement', held in February 2008, which was attended by 1, 0 r

National Olympic Committees (NOCs), International Sports Federations (IFs) and their

respective associations
, as well as IOC members and senior IOC staff. These

o were further endorsed at the 11101 icmnConmood
governance was

2009. The consensus that emerged at both the forums was that g
and claim autonomy. It was resolved that all

essential, if sports movement was nt justify
ut their minimum dards the Basic

members of the Olvmvic Mov e*^t should asado n,c and Snorts tytovemena is
u. les of Good Govern ce of the Olvm

V iuvcaa..a

oronoced bv_ et IOC.

5. Some of the core principles, enunciated in the Basic Universal principles of Good

Governance of the Olympic and Sports Movement include:
Elections to sports bodies should be governed by clear, transparent, and fair

kno
rules (which in our view, should include , a clean electoral

secret
lisb now n to the

public in advance ; an independent returning
• Adequate procedural regulations must exist to ensure there is no conflict of

interests
• The terms of office, should be of limited duration , in order to allow , renewal of

office bearers on a regular basis ; and give access to new candidates

Cooperation,
coordination and consultation with government to preserve

autonomy

6. It may be noted, that the 2001 guidelines issued by this Ministry (including the

1975 tenure regulations as modified on May is'
' 2010), accordance

happy to note,
as

happy
well n therecommendations of the IOC and the Olympic Government

that the recent concerns expressed unanimously b y Parliament,
governance

Gov
nancethe in sC ums as bodies, has

general public and media, on the need to ensure good Congress. It may be bertinentas
been equally echoed by the IOC as well as the Olympic years maximum tenure for the
state, that the liberalization of the tenure limit, allowing 12 y iin re for the
President, as opposed to. 8 years earlier, was done to bring our guidelines alignment
with the norms adopted by the IOC in 1999, which represent the best international

practices.
also underlines theic CongressOl ,ymp7. The Resolution passed by the MIL W' Ats-and

11 o f athletes, involvement in de isionfmalathnl¢ 1
you are a theseessen

establishment of grievance redressal mechanism _- s. As
vernment guidelines (initially notified inGth oeofrequirements form an integral Part the

1975 , and modified in 1997 and 2001 ). But unfortunate) majority of NSFs.

e v
et to full im 1 ent se basic rinci les of ood vernar ►ce•

in 1 1

8. It is noted, that a large number of NOCs, IFs, and their
principles sciat abodies It is,

already adopted all or many of the good g
overnance

NSFs
Government of India. that the IOA and the

stad v.

the
fnre_ the came ex on ofere
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will follde
nvemance and

ich are inw

ec ., Satin

1I

ns of eI C11 an the O0
orescn9elines ^"vd the

th rte Toles ei3dors cab
0 e .IOCands a Ol

n1?

ME c

that the IOA and their associates, will not disappoint the
9. The Government hopes, of them. They should keep in
^^gy, by falling short of what is rightfully expected in C^T,rp 7868 of 2005,
mind the observations made by the Hon'ble Delhi High Courti s are le al valid and
that the Gov a Ines to national They should also take note of
e fr not c'olation of theoOlvmi „ all AbParties, in the Rajya Sabha
the b M should take0 Above all, they

rtin the age and tenure limits-
debate on 2.04.2010, g ns of th oeonle of India who wa

nt nat

note, of the hat the forefro t f nod over ce in the Olvmnic an S

1,r vemen to the 21'^ cent .
. members of the

10. It is requested, that this communtcation be circulated to the deliberations andIOA,
Executive Council and the General Assembly intimate its stand to the Hon'ble

oflike to for thorough

appropriate decisions, as deemed fit' IOA
this mat er like

on to the of 19th instant.Parliament, Courts I should alsosopublic
Delhi High Court, which hearing
apprise this Ministry, which is bound by the directions o, and

opinion, of its decisions on the matter.

11, Please note that the above communication has been copied
to the IOC, which is

Ministry's website for the

at present seized of the entire matter ;
an eneral

on the
public.

information of all stakeholders , including the g .

Yo faithfully,

(Inje Sriniv l
Joint Secre (Sports)

Government of India
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